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TERI ZENNER—SOCIAL WORKER 

KILLED IN PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
tell you about the silent war of crime on the 
social worker community of America. 

Teri Zenner loved being a social worker. In 
August 2004, Teri went to check on a routine 
visit to a mentally unstable client, to make 
sure that he was taking his medication. When 
she went into the client’s home, he accosted 
her with a knife and ordered her up into his 
bedroom, holding her hostage. 

What his intentions for Teri were are not 
known. He never got the chance to act on 
them. He lived with his mother and she came 
home early from work that day. His mother 
heard Teri’s cries from the lower level of the 
house and went to investigate. 

Opening the door to her son’s bedroom, the 
mother saw Teri being held hostage by her 
son. Teri, seeing her one opportunity to es-
cape, ran for the door. As she tried to free 
herself, her captor stabbed her in the throat. 
She continued her desperate run for freedom, 
but her attacker gave chase and continued to 
stab her over and over. He then went up to 
his bedroom, where he had a chainsaw, and 
continued his assault on Teri with it. Teri 
Zenner was 26 years old. She died because 
she was trying to make sure that her attacker 
had been taking care of himself. 

I have met Teri’s husband, Matt, a wonder-
ful man—he too is a victim of his wife’s homi-
cide. 

I would like to thank Congressman DENNIS 
MOORE, KS, for bringing this homicide to the 
attention of Congress. The issue of social 
worker safety has become vitally important in 
the United States. They are literally on the 
front lines of social violence in our country. 

Social workers are required to respond to 
homes to evaluate claims of child abuse and 
neglect. Many of these situations require that 
the workers remove the children from the 
home, a solution that angers the accused par-
ents. These types of situations leave social 
workers vulnerable to escalating situations and 
threats of violence, without the training or re-
sources necessary to protect themselves. 

As the saying goes, ‘‘No good deed goes 
unpunished.’’ The good they do for our com-
munity is sometimes punished by people in 
the community. In 2005 and 2006, in Texas, 
there were several attacks on social workers. 
One of those attacks resulted in a social work-
er being murdered. According to Texas social 
workers, they are subjected to being ‘‘threat-
ened, cursed at, chased by dogs, spit upon, 
and run out of houses by angry parents.’’ 

It has become essential for this Nation to 
protect those who work to protect our children, 
and others, in our society. For these reasons, 
Congressman DENNIS MOORE has introduced 
H.R. 2165—Teri Zenner Social Worker Safety 
Act, which I am an original cosponsor. This 
legislation will establish grants to provide so-
cial workers, domestic violence outreach staff, 
and other individuals who work with at-risk 
populations with workplace safety measures, 
equipment, and training. 

These crimes affect all States and all dis-
tricts throughout the Nation—and these indi-

viduals should not worry about their personal 
safety while striving to protect the most vulner-
able victims—children. 

Social workers are the second highest at- 
risk group of people in our society. The first 
are peace officers. Social workers deserve our 
protection. 

Madam Speaker, we need to get to a place 
in our country where we no longer have the 
need to name laws after murder victims. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING THE AMERICAN SO-
CIETY FOR TRAINING AND DE-
VELOPMENT EMPLOYEE LEARN-
ING WEEK 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to acknowledge the American Soci-
ety for Training & Development, ASTD, as one 
of the largest associations dedicated to work-
place learning and performance professionals, 
and recognize their annual Employee Learning 
Week, that is to be held December 3rd 
through the 7th, 2007. 

In 1944, ASTD began their first annual con-
ference. ASTD has widened the profession’s 
focus to connect learning and performance to 
individual and organizational results, and is 
considered a strong voice in the field of work-
place development. 

Members of ASTD come from more than 
100 countries and connect locally in 136 U.S. 
chapters and 25 global networks. Members 
work in thousands of organizations of all sizes, 
in government, as independent consultants, 
and suppliers. 

ASTD has a commitment to maintaining an 
edge in the highly skilled workforce that is crit-
ical to growing and sustaining a competitive 
advantage. To further these goals, ASTD has 
declared December 3rd through the 7th, 2007, 
as ‘‘Employee Learning Week’’ and des-
ignated time for organizations to recognize the 
strategic value of employee learning. 

I applaud ASTD and its members for their 
commitment to developing the skills of em-
ployees and the workforce during Employee 
Learning Week, and I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting policies that commit to 
maintaining a highly skilled workforce. 
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TRIBUTE TO JACK CARTER 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a true American hero, Jack 
Carter, who proudly served our country in both 
the Navy and the Army during both World War 
II and the Korean war. He then returned home 
to be a leader in Morgan County, Colorado. 

Jack Carter was born in 1925 and joined the 
Navy in January of 1943, at the age of 17. 
One of Jack’s first assignments was to the 
fleet Marine Corps as a medic. He made 3 
beach landings before he was hit in the stom-
ach with a 25 mm round during the infamous 

invasion of Guam on February 25, 1944. After 
45 days of rest and recuperation he was reas-
signed to the aircraft carrier USS Ranger, 
where he remained until his discharge in No-
vember 1945. 

Jack and his friend Murl Ring re-enlisted 3 
years later, this time in the U.S. Army. The 
two friends managed to stay together and 
were assigned to the 34th Regiment of the 
24th Infantry when the Korean war broke out. 
The two friends survived when most of the 
34th was lost in battle, hiding for 3 days be-
fore being rescued. Both men were medics 
and they were involved in numerous firefights. 

Jack received a long list of awards and hon-
ors for his incredible service, including the Sil-
ver Star, Purple Heart, and 2 Bronze Stars, 
one with a V for valor, and another for meri-
torious unit actions against an enemy. Jack 
was on active duty for 13 years altogether and 
spent 10 years in the National Guard. 

Following his heroic service, Mr. Carter and 
his wife Dorothy moved to Brush, Colorado, in 
1961 with their children Jerald, Paul, Jack and 
Carol. He has been married to his second wife 
Alyce for 43 years and they have a wonderful 
daughter Lauralyn. Four of Jack’s 5 children 
served in the military; Jerold was an Army 
pilot who lost his life in Vietnam. 

Jack worked at the Brush Hospital in both 
the lab and the x-ray department. Jack is well 
known in Morgan County for organizing the 
Morgan County Ambulance Service in 1967. 
He organized the meetings, trainings and 
helped establish bylaws and procedures. This 
volunteer system has been in place until fairly 
recently. Jack was honored as the Optimist 
Citizen of the Year in 1969 and later became 
the first Brush Optimist Club President. 

Madam Speaker, we are so fortunate to live 
in this great country where freedom is some-
thing that we rarely have to think about and 
often take for granted. It is simply a way of life 
for us, and we are truly blessed to live in a 
country whose citizens willingly volunteer to 
put themselves in harm’s way to defend and 
protect our great Nation. 

I am proud to honor Jack for his dedicated 
service to our Nation. Jack is a hero who left 
his home to defend our Nation, and then re-
turned home to be a valued member of his 
community, showing his children and grand-
children how to live meaningful lives of serv-
ice. Jack truly is the embodiment of all the val-
ues that have molded America into the great 
nation it is today. May God bless Jack and his 
family, may God bless our precious veterans, 
and may God bless America. 

f 

CELEBRATING BEECH SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH’S 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 16, 2007 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of Beech Springs Baptist Church, located in 
the quiet north Louisiana town of Quitman— 
which I am proud to call my home. 

While the church building, which began as a 
humble one-room schoolhouse in 1907, has 
changed many times over the past century to 
accommodate the growing membership, the 
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